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Introduction  
 

TO: Dr. Russell Dyer and Cleveland City School Board Members 
FROM: Hal Taylor, Director of Operations 

DATE: October 24, 2017 

SUBJECT: CCS Comprehensive Five-Year Capital Plan 

 

The Cleveland City Schools Comprehensive Five-Year Capital Plan is designed to be a planning 

tool for future capital projects for the school system.  The plan is part of the Cleveland City 

Schools Strategic Plan and has been developed with the guidance of a committee that is made up 

of professionals in our school system and city with diverse experiences related to CCS facilities. 

The CCS Five-Year Capital Plan Committee is composed of Steve Morgan, Paul Ramsey, Mike 

Collier, Cindy Geren, Susan Shelton, Matt Ingram, Valerie Mack, Scotty Dye, Ken Cress, Cory 

Divel and myself.  I specifically want to thank Paul Ramsey for the past work incorporated from 

the facilities plan and Susan Shelton for her hard work in helping bring together the final report.   

 

The plan contains information intended to aid school board members and other involved parties 

in making informed decisions related to capital projects. Within this document, you will find 

information related to various capital needs, roofing, painting, photos of each facility, projects 

completed over the last five years, and current projects. It is essential that a plan be in place to 

ensure the health, safety, and welfare of our students. This plan shall be reviewed and presented 

to the School Board annually in October. 
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Cleveland City Schools Mission and Vision 

Statements 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Our mission is to educate and equip students with 

academic, social, and emotional skills necessary to be 

successful and productive. 
 

 

 

Our vision is to inspire and educate thriving and 

confident students who become exceptional life 

learners and contributing citizens to their community. 
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Arnold Memorial Elementary School 
 

History 

 
 In 1928, the City of Cleveland passed a bond issue to build two new schools. As a result, Arnold Memorial 

School built at a cost of $150,000 and named for Professor D. C. Arnold (called the æFather of the graded school 

system of Clevelandç) opened its doors in the spring of 1929 with John Hammer as the first principal.  Students 

walked with their teachers to their new three -story building from the old Central Grammar School just a couple of 

blocks away. From this early history, Arnold has developed a rich history becoming one of the most loved schools in 

the entire community.  Many of our present city school buildings are named for educators whose professional careers 

began at Arnold.  For example, T. C. Bower, who in 1951 became Superintendent of City Schools was assigned as the 

teaching principal in 1934.  Former principals at Arnold include E. L. Ross, Emil Farr, Warren Brewster, Ruby Slay, Leslie 

Cox, Sheila Cannon, Debby Torres and Kellye Bender.  

 Many of our current city residents trace their elementary years through Arnold, while others recall their 

junior high and early high school years here.  Arnold originally housed students in grades one through eight.  During 

the late fifties, Arnold housed only grades seven through nine as younger students were transferred to their nearest 

neighborhood schools.  It soon become obvious that Arnold was destined to grow into the cityés needed high school.  

Beginning in 1965, one more grade of high school was added each year as the ninth graders progressed to the senior 

year.   

 Arnold Memorial was reborn as an elementary school in the fall of 1971 with its current structure of grades 

kindergarten through six. In 2006 there was an addition costing $4.9 million.  

Alumni of all ages speak fondly of their days at Arnold and recall the classes and teachers who helped shape 

their lives. The Arnold Memorial School Alumni Association was formed to help with the restoration of the current 

auditorium, which for many years was the cityés largest public auditorium.  Arnold continues to contribute to its rich 

heritage in shaping the lives of our cityés youth, with the faculty and staff proudly upholding the motto adopted in the 

late 1980és åæRemembering the PaståPreparing for the Futureç. 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal: Michael Chai  

Assistant Principal: Alicia Kahrs  

Secretary: Ponzetta Williams 

 

 

Grades: Kindergarten - Fifth  
 

 

 

Accreditation: Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools (SACS) - 1992 

 
 
 

473 Eighth Street NW,  
Cleveland, TN 37311 

 

 

423-472-2241   FAX:  423-472-9877 
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Blythe-Bower Elementary School 

 
History  

  
The history of Blythe Avenue Elementary School traces back to the Central Grammar School completed in 

1885, later enlarged and renamed Allen Grammar School, in honor of Superintendent Allen.  First through fourth 

grade students from Allen School came to the new Blythe Avenue Elementary School when it was completed in 1939.  

The schoolés first principal, Emil W. Farr, was also a fourth -grade teacher.  The original facility had no gymnasium.  

With the outbreak of World War II, Principal Farr was drafted and according to a former student æall the 

students marched to the train depot to see the principal leave as he was drafted into the U. S. Armyç.  After the war, 

Farr returned to serve as principal at Arnold Junior High and later Bradley High. 

The schoolés second principal/teacher was Lewis Wyatt (1942-53) whose wife also served as Music Director 

for the city schools.  Other former principals include Hoyt Ward, Robert Dryman, Ashley Smith, Ken Willey, Carolyn 

Ingram, Hugh Pritchett, Robert S. Henley, Jr., Hugh Pritchett,  Ron Hill and Kelly Kiser.  

 Built at a cost of approximately $900,000 in 1973, Thomas C. Bower Elementary School is named for a former 

teacher/principal of Arnold Memorial School who later became Superintendent of Cleveland City Schools in 1951.   

 The school was the first in southeast Tennessee to have a special education resource program and has 

served as a pilot school for the State Department of Education for the Inclusion Program since 1992.   
In the fall of 1999, T. C. Bower was combined with Blythe Avenue School. The cost of construction of the new 

Blythe-Bower Elementary School was $9,000,000.00. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal: Dr. Joel Barnes 

Assistant Principal: Casey Price 

Secretary: Alicia Black 
  

   Grades: Pre-Kindergarten ï Fifth  

 

 

Accreditation: Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools (SACS) ï 1992 

 
 

604 20th Street SE  

Cleveland, TN 37311 
Phone: 423-479-5121    

FAX: 423-472-2459 

 

www.clevelandschools.org/bb 
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Mayfield Elementary School 
 

History 

  
Seeing the need for another school æin the northern part of the cityç, a contract was let to build a one-story 

building housing eight rooms and an auditorium. æThe building was constructed of rough textured brick and was of 

èmodern designé with provisions for additional space.  Completed and accepted by the board of education in May 

1928, the school was named to honor P. B. Mayfield, chairman of the first city school board and father of Charles S. 

Mayfield, the chairman serving in 1928. 

 The building cost approximately $40,000 which included $10,000 for the lot upon which the bu ilding was 

erected. Mayfield was dedicated on September 18, 1928 and with its opening, the school lines of the town were 

redefined. Some grade levels were assigned to Templeton Hill - others to East Side School.   

 Because of the close proximity to Lee University, Mayfield and Lee jointly established a æVillage School 

Projectç based on the African proverb æit takes a village to raise a childç.  The project established a Readiness Center 

and a Before and After School Learning Center where four-year olds learn readiness skills.  Kindergarten through sixth 

graders had access before and after school to remediation and enrichment activities in a learning center staffed by 

Lee University pre-service teachers and other volunteers.   

 In 2007 Mayfield Elementary moved into their  new building situated on land adjacent to the Fillauer House 

on 20th Street NE. 84,000 square feet with 20 classrooms and a capacity of 450. The enrollment for 2016-17 was 476. 

Former principals at Mayfield include E. L. Ross, Bill Napier, Woodrow Wilson, T. C. Henley, Duane Schriver, Andy Roe, 

Dee Dee Finnison, and Kelly Kiser.                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

Principal: Randall Stephens 

Assistant Principal: Bob Pritchard  

Secretary: Heather Brantley 

 

 

Grades: Kindergarten ï Fifth  

 
 

Accredited by Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools 

 

 

501 20th Street NE, 

Cleveland, TN 37311     

 

Phone: 423-472-4541 

FAX:  423-472-2539 
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George R. Stuart Elementary 
 

History 
  

The schoolés name came from an American evangelist, Rev. George R. Stuart, who sold a portion 

of his farm to the College Park Land Company.  The company developed a 38-acre tract of land south of 

Georgetown Pike and west of Mouse Creek, the present location of the school.   

 George R. Stuart was built in 1959 at a cost of approximately $500,000 with the first principal 

being Mr. Charles Kyker. The present building now faces a street bearing his name, Kyker-Bonner Avenue.  

Mr. Kyker served as principal for twenty years and upon his retirement in 1979, he was honored with an 

entire week recognized as æKyker Weekç.  Past principals include Dewey Phillips, Dr. Edna Howard, Ken 

Willey, Don Goff and Randall Stephens. 

 Stuart Elementary has 28 classrooms with building capacity of 440 students. The enrollment for 

2016-17 was 423. 

 

 

 

Principal: Richelle Shelton 

Assistant Principal: Alicia Kahrs 

Secretary: Jennifer Higgins 

 
Grades: Kindergarten through Fifth  

 
Accredited by Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 

 

802 20th Street NW, Cleveland, TN 37311 

Phone: 423-476-8246   FAX:  423-479-5016 
                                             www.clevelandschools.org/stuart 

http://www.clevelandschools.org/stuart
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Ernest L. Ross Elementary School 
 

History 
  

Built in a contemporary style and opening its doors in 1977, E. L. Ross Elementary was named for the late 

educator, Ernest Lafayette Ross, a former principal at Arnold Memorial School and veteran educator within the 

Cleveland City Schools.  

 Because of increasing student enrollments and new annexations with the City of Cleveland, the schoolés 

population was divided in the fall of 1993.  Students in kindergarten through second grades began attending the new 

Donald P. Yates Primary School, located on the same campus.  

 E.L. Ross has 25 classrooms and a student capacity of 475. Student enrollment for the year 2016-17 was 376.  

 Herb Cannon served as the schoolés first principal from followed by Ann Culbreth, Kathy Simmons, Paul 

Ramsey and Doug Moore. 

 
Principal: Lisa Earby  

Assistant Principal: Stephanie Stone 

Secretary: Angie Hayes 

 
Grades: Third through Fifth  

 Accredited by Southern Association of Colleges and Schools  

4340 Mouse Creek Road NW, Cleveland, TN 37312 

423-479-7274    

FAX:  423-472-9763 

www.clevelandschools.org/Domain/11 é Twitter: @RossRockets                                                                                                                                      

 

http://www.clevelandschools.org/Domain/11

